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ist, when the Oath of the Covenant was officially
renewed.

The flame of hope, though temporarily dimmed,
began to burn more steadily. Scotland, by this
time, was divided between four rival armies,
variously supporting the Kong or Covenant, or
both or neither. Charles, now " active and
intelligent/' saw his opportunity, and moved
quietly from place to place enlisting an army of
his own - " English, Scots, Lowlanders., High-
landers, Covenanters, anti-Covenanters, Malig-
nants, Presbyterians, Resohitioners, Protesters35-
a strange mixture, but still an army. In May,
this royal circus gathered at Stirling, and there,
to the rattle of arms and the tramp of feet, Charles
came of age. On the last day of July this extra-
ordinary rabble moved southwards ; six days
later it swarmed into Carlisle, where, amid much
celebration, a certain Mr. Jackson, created
King-at-Arms for the event, proclaimed Charles
King of England on English soil.

" All the rogues have left us, I shall not say
whether for fear or disloyalty," wrote the Duke
of Hamilton from Penrith ; ce but all now with
His Majesty are such as will not dispute his
commands." Over the lonely moors about
Appleby the enthusiasm of the troops began to flag.
The bridge across the Mersey at Warrington